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APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 10/616,398 PATENT 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Kindly amend claim 49. The following listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions and listing of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (original): An optical spectrometer, comprising: 

an input port; 

an optical detector; 

at least a first transmissive diffraction grating disposed to diffract light received 
from the input port to the optical detector, light from the input port being 
diffracted parallel to a diffraction plane, the first transmissive diffraction 
grating being oriented so that light reflected by the first transmissive 
diffraction grating is reflected in a direction non-parallel to the diffraction 
plane; and 

a first focusing unit disposed between the first transmissive diffraction grating and 
the optical detector, the first focusing unit focusing light from the first 
transmissive diffraction grating to the optical detector. 

Claim 2 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1 , wherein the input port 
includes a slit. 

Claim 3 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1 , wherein the input port 
Includes an optical fiber. 

Claim 4 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1 , wherein an angle 
between a direction of reflection and the diffraction plane is greater than 1°. 
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APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 10/616.398 PATENT 

Claim 5 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the first focusing 
unit comprises at least one aspherical surface for focusing the light. 

Claim 6 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1 , further comprising a 
collimating unit between the input port and the first transmissive diffraction grating. 

Claim 7 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 6, wherein the collimating 
unit comprises an achromatic lens system. 

Claim 8 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 6, wherein the collimating 
unit comprises at least one aspheric optical surface. 

Claim 9 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 6, wherein the collimating 
unit is positioned at a distance from the input port such that light passing from the 
collimating unit to the first transmissive diffraction grating is collimated. 

Claim 10 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1 , wherein the optical 
detector comprises an array of detector elements. 

Claim 11 (original): A spectrometer as recited in daim 1, wherein the optical 
detector has a detector width, and an angle between a direction of reflection and the 
diffraction plane is selected so that the light reflected from the transmissive diffraction 
grating that Is also reflected back through the transmissive diffraction grating reaches a 
focal plane of the first focusing unit separated from signal light at the detector by at least 
one half of the detector width. 

Claim 12 (original): A spectrometer as recited In claim 1 , wherein the first 
transmissive diffraction grating is attached to a grating frame by a mounting, the 
mounting of the transmissive diffraction grating permitting independent expansion and 
contraction of the transmissive diffraction grating and the frame under conditions of 
changing temperature. 
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Claim 13 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 12, wherein the mounting 
comprises a portion of adhesive located at a selected position along the grating frame. 

Claim 14 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 12, wherein the mounting 
comprises at least one or more clips holding the first transmissive diffraction grating to 
the frame. 

Claim 15 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 12, wherein the mounting 
comprises an elastic adhesive positioned along the frame between the frame and the 
first transmissive diffraction grating. 

Claim 16 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1, further comprising an 
analyzer coupled to the detector to analyze detection signals produced by the detector. 

Claim 17 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 1, further comprising at 
least a second transmissive diffraction grating positioned on an optical path between the 
input port and the optical detector. 

Claim 18 (original): An optical spectrometer, comprising: 
an input port; 

an optical detector defining an active aperture; 

at least a first transmissive diffraction grating disposed to diffract light received 
from the input port to the optical detector; and 

a first focusing unit disposed between the first transmissive diffraction grating and 
the optical detector, the first focusing unit focusing light from the first 
transmissive diffraction grating to the optical detector; 

wherein the first transmissive diffraction grating is oriented so that light, reflected 
from the transmissive diffraction grating and reflected back through the 
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transmissive diffraction grating, reaches a focal plane of the first focusing 
unit outside the active aperture. 

Claim 19 (original): A method of aligning a spectrometer having at least a first 
transmissive diffraction grating, comprising; 

passing light from an input port to the first transmissive diffraction grating; 

diffracting the light in a diffraction plane by the first transmissive diffraction 
grating; 

focusing the light diffracted by the first transmissive diffraction grating to a 
detector defining an active aperture; and 

orienting the first transmissive diffraction grating so that light reflected by the first 
transmissive diffraction grating is reflected out of the diffraction plane. 

Claim 20 (original): A method as recited in claim 19, further comprising 
coliimating the light passing from the input port to the first transmissive diffraction 
grating. 

Claim 21 (original): A method as recited in claim 19, further comprising selecting 
an angle between the light reflected by the First transmissive diffraction grating and the 
diffraction plane so that the light, reflected by the first transmissive diffraction grating 
and reflected back through the first transmissive diffraction grating, is focused to a 
position outside the active aperture. 

Claim 22 (original): A method as recited in claim 19, further comprising analyzing 
detection signals produced by the detector. 

Claim 23 (original): A method as recited in claim 22, further comprising 
displaying the analyzed signals. 

Claim 24 (original): A spectrometer, comprising; 

Page 5 

Docket Number 01465.0021 -US-01 
Office Action Response 



PACE 8/19 * RCVD AT 5/8/2006 1 :58:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-€FXRF-2/1 1 ■ DN1S:2738300 • CSID:95291 20574 • DURATION (mm-ss):1O$0 



5/8/2006 12:58 PM FROM: 9529120574 TO: 9, 15712738300, ,,,,,,,,,, 282 PAGE: 009 OF 018 



APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 10/816.398 PATENT 

an input port; 

an optical detector; 

at least a first diffraction grating unit disposed to diffract light received from the 
Input port to the optical detector, light from the input port being diffracted 
parallel to a diffraction plane, the first diffraction grating unit comprising a 
diffraction grating attached to a frame using a mounting, the mounting 
permitting independent thermal expansion and contraction of the grating 
and the frame under conditions of changing temperature; and 

a first focusing unit disposed between the optical detector and the first diffraction 
grating unit, the first focusing unit focusing diffracted light from the first 
diffraction grating unit to the optical detector. 

Claim 25 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, wherein the mounting 
comprises a portion of adhesive at a position along the grating frame. 

Claim 26 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 25, wherein the portion of 
adhesive is disposed at one end of the grating frame. 

Claim 27 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 25, wherein the portion of 
adhesive is disposed in a notch on the frame so as to permit a lower surface of the 
diffraction grating to mate with an upper surface of the grating frame. 

Claim 28 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 25, further comprising one 
or more clips holding the transmissive diffraction grating to the grating frame. 

Claim 29 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, wherein the mounting 
comprises one or more clips holding the diffraction grating to the grating frame. 
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Claim 30 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, wherein the mounting 
comprises a layer of elastic adhesive disposed between the grating and the grating 
frame. 

Claim 31 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, wherein the diffraction 
grating is disposed at an angle to reflect light in a direction nonparallel to the plane of 
the diffraction. 

Claim 32 (original): A spectrometer as recited in daim 24, wherein the diffraction 
grating comprises a transmissive diffraction grating. 

Claim 33 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, wherein the diffraction 
grating comprises a reflective diffraction grating. 

Claim 34 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, further comprising a 
first collimating unit between the input port and the first diffraction grating unit. 

Claim 35 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 34, wherein the first 
collimating unit comprises an achromatic lens system. 

Claim 36 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 34, wherein the first 
collimating unit Is positioned at a distance from the input port such that light from the 
input port is collimated by the first collimating unit. 

Claim 37 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, wherein the optical 
detector comprises an array of detector elements. 

Claim 38 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, wherein the optical 
detector defines an active aperture, and the first transmissive diffraction grating is 
oriented so that a direction of reflection off the first transmissive diffraction grating is 
such that light reflected by the first transmissive diffraction grating and reflected back 
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through the first transmlssive diffraction grating reaches the focal plane of the first 
focusing unit outside the active aperture of the optical detector. 

Claim 39 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, further comprising an 
analyzer coupled to the detector to analyze detection signals produced by the detector. 

Claim 40 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 24, further comprising at 
least a second transmissive diffraction grating unit disposed on an optical path between 
the input port and the optical detector. 

Claim 41 (original): A method of mounting a diffraction grating to a frame, 
comprising; 

attaching the diffraction grating to the frame while permitting independent thermal 
expansion and contraction of the diffraction grating and the frame under 
conditions of changing temperature. 

Claim 42 (original): A method as recited in claim 41. wherein attaching the 
diffraction grating to the frame comprises attaching the diffraction grating to the frame 
using a portion of adhesive at a position along the grating frame. 

Claim 43 (original): A method as recited in claim 42, further comprising placing 
the portion of adhesive at one end of the grating frame. 

Claim 44 (original): A method as recited in claim 42, further comprising placing 
the portion of adhesive in a notch on the grating frame so as to permit a lower surface of 
the diffraction grating to mate with an upper surface of the grating frame. 

Claim 45 (original): A method as recited in claim 41 , wherein attaching the 
diffraction grating to the frame comprises clipping the diffraction grating to the grating 
frame using one or more clips. 
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Claim 46 (original): A method as recited in claim 41 , wherein attaching the 
diffraction grating to the frame comprises attaching the diffraction grating to the frame 
using an elastic adhesive. 

Claim 47 (original): A method as recited in claim 41, wherein the diffraction 
grating is a transmissive diffraction grating. 

Claim 48 (original): A method as recited in claim 41, wherein the diffraction 
grating is a reflective diffraction grating. 

Claim 49 (currently amended): A spectrometer, comprising; 

an input port; 

an optical detector; 

at least a first transmissive diffraction grating unit disposed to diffract light 

received from the input port to the optical detector, the first transmissive 
diffraction grating unit comprising a transmissive diffraction grating 
attached to a frame using a mounting; and 

a first focusing unit disposed between the optical detector and one or more 
transmissive diffraction grating units of the at least one transmissive 
diffraction grating unit, the first focusing unit focusing diffracted light to the 
optical detector; 

wherein th e at l e a s t one diffraction grating unit, the first focuc i ng un i t and tho 
optical d o t o ctor ar o arrongod to operat e at light wavelengths in excess of 
100 n m , and the temperature dependent wavelength shift of diffracted light 
at the optical detector is no more than 0.01 nm/K when the light received 
from the input port has a wavelength range greater than 100 nm . 
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Claim 50 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 49, wherein the 
temperature dependent wavelength shift of diffracted light at the optical detector is no 
more than 0.005 nm/K. 

Claim 51 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 49, wherein the first 
transmissive diffraction grating is formed in fused silica. 

Claim 52 (original): A spectrometer as recited in claim 49, further comprising at 
least a second transmissive diffraction grating unit disposed on an optical path between 
the input port and the optical detector. 
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